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The deadly fire of the sharpshooters took a terrible toll,
and as the defenders3 casualties mounted, until several
hundreds had been killed or wounded, without any
slackening in the fierceness of the attack, they began
to lose heart. They were, indeed, in a hopeless position,
and when, at last, their gallant leader fell pierced by
five bullets, resistance ended, and the remnant of the
British force surrendered.

Such was the battle of King's Mountain, and though
the numbers engaged were small, it was one of the most
important encounters of the war. For it gave back
courage to those who were losing hope, and when it was
followed on January 17, 1781, by another brilliant
victory at Gowpens, enthusiasm flamed up all over the
country. So complete, indeed, was the change of
fortune that by the summer the British commanders
had been forced back to the coast, and of all the
territory gained during the last two and a half years,
Charleston was the only important stronghold left in
their hands.

Meanwhile Gornwallis, having failed in North Caro-
lina, had led his army into Virginia hoping to conquer
that colony. There, however, he was met by a small
American force commanded by Lafayette, which
harassecl the invaders so effectually that the British
general's grand plan came to nothing. His difficulties
were further increased by despatches from General
Clinton. Washington at White Plains had recently been
reinforced by six thousand French soldiers, and fearing
an attack upon New York, Clinton ordered Gornwallis
to send him all the men he could spare, while with the